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Becoming Canadian: From Immigrant to Citizen 

Every year, more than a quarter of a million people enter 
Canada as immigrants. They have chosen this country as a 
land of opportunity or they are escaping poverty, oppression or 
war. 

Many have struggled to get here and may have come with 
nothing but the clothes on their back. Others are well 
established in their home countries. But they all experience the 
immigration process. 

One out of six Canadians was born outside of the country. 
Canada is home to about five million immigrants. Immigration 
has touched most of us in one form or another. 

Immigrants and refugees face many challenges in this country 
- everything from getting a job to figuring out how to open a 
bank account. 

Would you have what it takes to navigate the system and 
become a citizen of Canada? This website will help you find 
out. 

Applying to become an immigrant

  

●     There are anywhere between 400,000 to 
500,000 applications in the system at any 
one time 
 

●     Read a CBC News Indepth on immigration

 

 

The Immigration Application 

Here are the steps you need to go through to immigrate to 
Canada. 

1.  Complete an official application form. 

2.  Pay an application processing fee. It ranges from $75 
for a family class applicant to $1,000 for business 
applicants. 

3.  Pay a Right of Permanent Residence Fee (RPRF) if you 
are 19 or over and are applying for permanent resident 
status. The $975 fee is refundable if permanent 
resident status is not granted. Refugees are loaned the 
money for the fee. 

4.  If you are applying from abroad, you could be subject 
to an interview and required to provide documents and 
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go through a medical exam. 

You can make your application at any of several regional 
centres across Canada or 79 offices abroad. 

All mail-in applications are processed at two Case Processing 
Centres: 

●     Vegreville, Alberta (employment, visitor status, 
landings in Canada, refugees) 

●     Mississauga, Ontario (family sponsorships) 

It takes 12 to 18 months to grant landings.
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*This site is a teaching tool meant to educate the public about the process of immigration. For questions about immigration and 
other related matters please visit the Citizenship and Immigration Canada website.
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